STS 498:  Undergraduate Research/Scholarship—STS Capstone Research Project
The capstone research project STS to be completed with the guidance of a three-person committee composed of the student’s capstone advisor (may be academic advisor), an STS representative, and an expert representative in the specialization (either internal or external to SDSM&T).  The student should select the expert rep and the STS rep in consultation with the capstone advisor.  Neither family members nor friends of the student can serve as committee members.
The capstone project will include both a written component and a final poster presentation.  All capstone research projects are taken for 3 semester credits.  The student is expected to complete a minimum of 135 hours of effort in accomplishment of the project, including a 25-30 page paper.  In determining the final grade, the capstone committee will consider all aspects of the project.
Submission of STS 498 Contract:

The student must complete and submit an STS 498 contract by the last day of classes in the semester preceding their STS 498 semester.  All members of the student’s STS committee must approve and sign the contract.   The capstone must be appropriate to the student’s career goals and coursework and must reflect the specific focus of the chosen specialization.

Registration for STS 498:
When the STS 498 contract has been approved and submitted and STS 401 has been completed, the student will need to complete a Permission of Instructor form, signed by the capstone advisor and the department head.  When the signed formed is submitted to the registrar, the student will be enrolled in the advisor’s section of STS 498. The advisor will be the instructor of record and will be responsible for submitting the final grade. 
Expectations for Students
The student is responsible for completion of the research project. In consultation with the academic advisor, the student will 
· Initiate, complete, and submit the STS 498 Contract by the specified due date.
· Identify and invite the expert representative and the STS representative to serve on their committee.

· Meet the established deadlines for completion:

· Poster STS due to the academic advisor one week prior to the scheduled poster presentation session.

· Paper STS due to the student’s entire STS committee two weeks prior to the scheduled poster presentation session. 
· Develop a process for documenting capstone activity and progress.

· Abide by project requirements and respond to feedback and critiques as established by the committee.
· Complete the project demonstrating the high level of rigor expected of a student near the completion of an undergraduate degree. 

· Schedule meetings with committee members to review progress.

· Provide an electronic copy of the capstone paper to the STS Office no later than the end of finals week during the capstone semester.
To be eligible fora passing grade “C”, the student must meet these minimum expectations, including all established deadlines. 
Expectations for Capstone Advisor
The capstone advisor will
· Provide guidance and assistance to the student in designing the project and identifying other members of the committee.
· Make clear the objectives and expectations of the process to the expert representative (and STS representative if necessary).
· Review and approve the capstone proposal.
· Provide guidance during the project.
· Review, evaluate, and approve drafts of the project paper.
· Attend the final poster presentation
· Submit a final course grade for the student.
Expectations for STS Representative

The STS representative will

· Review and approve the capstone proposal.

· Provide guidance as needed during the project.

· Review and approve the project paper.

· Attend the final poster presentation
· Review, evaluate, and approve drafts of the project paper.

· Provide the capstone advisor with an evaluation of the project/paper.

· Certify the project process and final oral defense for fairness and rigor.

Expectations for the Expert Representative
The expert representative, who may be internal or external to SDSM&T but must be external to STS, will
· Provide expertise in the student’s specialization.
· Serve as the primary science or business reviewer.
· Review and approve the capstone proposal.
· Review, evaluate, and approve drafts of the project paper.
· Attend the final poster presentation. 
· Provide the capstone advisor with an evaluation of the science content of the project and the student’s competency in carrying out the project.
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