Draft Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
September 4, 2014
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:03 AM.  
II. Roll call

Senators present: Drs. Robert Corey (Physics), William Cross (METE), Marius Ellingsen (ME), Thomas Fontaine (CEE), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Jason Henry (Athletics and PE), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Frank Matejcik (IE), Charles Tolle (ECE), Purushotham Tukkaraja (MEM) and Frank Van Nuys (Soc. Sci.).
Dr. Al Boysen (HUM) was excused.  CABS had yet to elect a replacement for Dr. Boyles.
Others present: Dr. Ed Corwin (Immediate Past President)

III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the May 1, 2014 meeting of the Faculty Senate were approved with some minor editing revisions.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Corwin and Dr. Rice met with President Wilson, discussed the budget, and the restructuring of the ATM program as well as representation of graduate programs such as Nano and BME.  Dr. Rice thanked Dr. Corwin for his service as Chair and Dr. Boyles and Howard for their years of service on the Faculty Senate.  Also, Dr. Rice highlighted the role of the Senators as information conduits and the importance of committee chair responsibilities.
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports focused primarily on committee membership (covered under new business). 
VII. Old business
A. Emeritus policy.  Dr. Rice indicated that the Emeritus Policy approved in May has been submitted to the University Cabinet for a first reading.
VIII. New business
A. New Senate Secretary appointment

Dr. Rice requested nominations from the Senate’s junior faculty (Assistant and Associate Professors).  Dr. Cross volunteered to be the secretary for this meeting.

B. Senate committee appointments:  The following reflects proposed 2013-14 appointments .  Subject to Senate Bylaws, any further nominations and/or changes in committee structure and membership will be confirmed by the Senate.
· Academic Affairs 

2013-2014 Committee
Dr. Bill Cross, Chair

Dr. Dmitrios Anagnostou

Dr. Marius Ellingsen
· Research and Scholarly Affairs

2013-2014 Committee

Dr. Purushotham Tukkaraja, Chair

Dr. Andy Detwiler
Dr. John Dreyer
Dr. Charles Tolle
Dr. Mengyu Qiao

Action:  Dr. Purushotham Tukkaraja volunteered to replace Dr. French as chair.
· Finance and Personnel

2013-2014 Committee

Dr. Frank Van Nuys, Chair

Dr. Bill Capehart

Dr. Hao Fong

Dr. Tim Masterlark

Action: Dr. Tim Masterlark volunteered for the committee.
· Student Affairs

2013-2014 Committee

Dr. Patrick Gilcrease, Chair

Dr. Jennifer Benning

Dr. John Dreyer
Dr. Judy Sneller
Action: Committee is still intact, so no action was needed.

· University Relations

2013-2014 Committee

Dr. Bob Corey, Chair

Dr. Jon Kellar


Action: With the changes in University structure, whether this committee was still a viable committee was questioned.  The Senate will revisit this question once the impact of staffing and structural changes become more apparent.  As Dr. Kowalski has left the Senate, Dr. Corey was appointed committee chair, and Dr. Kowalski was to be contacted regarding his desire to remain on this committee.

· Bylaws

2013-2014 Committee

Dr. Al Boysen, Chair

Dr. Thomas Fontaine

Action: Dr. Fontaine volunteered to replace Dr. Boyles on this committee.

· Nominating

Disbanded until needed again

· Senate Appointments to Other Committees

The Senate appointed two Curriculum committee members (currently Drs. Matejcik and Tukkaraja), one Parking committee member (currently Dr. Fontaine), and one Honors committee member (currently Dr. Kowalski).  No discussion with respect to these appointments was held.

C. Graduation speaker recommendation (Alton Romig, Jr.)

The nomination of Alton Romig, Jr. as commencement speaker for the December 2014 commencement was discussed and passed unanimously following Dr. Corey’s motion and Coach Henry’s second.

D. Professor Emeritus recommendations (Drs. Boyles and Howard)

The Senate recommendations for emeritus status for Drs Boyles and Howard were considered.  Some minor wording and capitalization errors occurred on the nomination letters.  Dr. Rice stated that he would contact the respective department chairs to make corrections.  Subject to these changes, Dr. Matejcik moved that the Senate recommend Dr. Boyles and Dr. Howard for Professor Emeritus status.  Dr. Corey seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
E. Admissions Committee nominee

Dr. Rice indicated that an Engineering faculty member was needed for the Admissions Committee.  Dr. Tolle noted that Dr. Zhao is on the committee in such a role.  Dr. Rice agreed to check with the Vice Provost to verify current committee membership and see if another engineering faculty member was needed.  Also, committee member duties were discussed.
F. EHS and Safety Committee nominee

Dr. Matejcik was reappointed as Senate EHS and Safety Committee representative.

G. Permanent Emeritus Email addresses

Dr. Rice stated the current policy requires that emeritus email requests must be renewed each year and that Dr. Goss had temporarily lost his campus email as a result.  It was suggested that ITS could resolve this problem by allowing emeritus professors to have permanent email addresses and that the Senate should recommend a change in email policy.
Action: Dr. Gilcrease moved that The Faculty Senate recommend to President Wilson that email accounts for emeritus professors be made permanent, Dr. Tukkaraja seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
H. Tuesday and Thursday Class Scheduling change  

Dr. Rice began the discussion of proposed scheduling changes in which Tuesday and Thursday classes would be scheduled in 90 minute blocks rather than 60 minute blocks.  Several reasons were given for this proposed change, primarily better efficiency and space utilization.  It was not clear to the Senate how this scheduling decision was made.  In particular, the Senate found the lack of faculty input to be especially troubling.  There was considerable discussion focusing on fitting four credit hour classes into the proposed schedule as well as two hour laboratory classes.  MCS was not convinced the plusses outweigh the minuses.  
Final discussion concerned IE’s future location and the downtown campus utilization.

Action: Provost Sinden was to be invited to the General Faculty meeting and/or the October Senate meeting.
IX. Other

A. Schedule for future meetings

The next meeting was set for October 9, 2014 at 11 AM.

B. September Faculty Meeting

The September general faculty meeting was set for September 30, 2014.

C. Senate webpage needs updating

Dr. Masterlark volunteered to be the Faculty Senate’s new web master.
X.  Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 12:15 PM.

