Dear School of Mines Students,
Recently, there has been a great deal of national health focus on the H1N1 influenza virus (also known
as “Swine Flu”). Colleges and universities across the nation have been encouraged by federal, state, and
local levels of authority to have plans in place to prepare for and respond to an H1N1 pandemic. We
take the health and safety of our students seriously and as a result we have been modifying our current
pandemic plan to respond to a potential H1N1 outbreak on our campus.
We would like to take this opportunity to encourage our campus community to follow the guidelines
provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) which recommends frequent hand washing, covering
coughs and sneezes with a tissue (or by sneezing or coughing into the crooks of your elbows), and
avoiding contact with those that are sick. If you do become ill with the flu, the CDC recommends selfisolation until fever-free for 24-hrs and, if possible, residential students with flu-like illness who live
relatively close to the campus should return to their home to keep from infecting others.
The CDC also recommends seasonal flu vaccinations and H1N1 vaccinations, when available. If you are
experiencing any symptoms that are associated with the virus please report your condition to the
Student Health Center (394-2354), the Residence Life Office if you reside on campus, and seek medical
attention, if needed. The Student Health Services office hours are:
Monday and Friday, 9:00 a.m. – noon
Tuesday, noon – 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
We will continue to actively monitor this situation and will keep you informed of any information that
can aid you in staying healthy and safe as it becomes available. Please visit the following websites for
useful information.
Centers for Disease Control
www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/
Top Five Ways College Kids Will Get Swine Flu
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/SwineFluNews/story?id=8436915

Please stay healthy and safe.

Sincerely,
Patricia "Pat" Mahon, Ph.D.

Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
501 East St. Joseph Street
Rapid City, SD 57701-3995
605-394-2416
Patricia.Mahon@sdsmt.edu
Student Life at the School of Mines

