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Black Hills area visionaries, including School of
Mines administrators, are developing creative strategies
to create a high-tech, vibrant economic future for west-
ern South Dakota.

The group, Black Hills Vision, which has over 110
contributors representing 4 Black Hills counties, every
Black Hills community, and many leading Banks,
Utilities and Businesses, hopes to create an opportunity
environment for diversifying the regions economy. 

Black Hills Vision acts in the tradition of  the peo-
ple of South Dakota, a special breed of Americans
who set long-range goals and work on them until the
project is successful.  That’s how Gov. Mike Rounds
described the “mountain carvers” of  the state when he
announced his 2010 Initiative, a strategy that outlines
plans for expanding South Dakota’s economy, estab-
lishing the state as a leader in research and develop-
ment, grow tourism, and promote South Dakota as
having the best quality of  life in the United States.

Black Hills Vision will contribute to that goal by
creating economic prosperity that will create opportuni-
ties for those with Dakota Roots.  Those who want to
stay and live in the Black Hills and those who may
someday want to return. 

Black Hills Vision has raised over 3 million dollars
to create and retain jobs at Ellsworth Air Force Base,
expand air markets for new tourist and business travel-
ers, operate a business incubator at the SDSM&T cam-
pus, and create a technology corridor opportunity envi-

Forging a Stronger Black Hills Economy 
• 7,500 new jobs
• $750 million in new capital investment
• 15 new technology-based businesses
• 6,183 jobs retained at Ellsworth Air Force Base
• 1 new mission attracted to Ellsworth
• 400 low-income families assisted with home ownership
• 20 percent increase in air traffic 

Black Hills Vision
Investing in Our Future

But we’re South Dakotans.
We KNOW we can do it. 

Lofty Goals?

ronment that will capitalize on opportunities created by
the Governor’s 2010 Initiative, efforts to open a Deep
Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory at
Homestake, and the ever growing opportunities in high-
tech emerging from SDSM&T.  

“We have always believed that the university is a cor-
nerstone to developing a technology-based economic
development future for our community, region and
state,” said Mayor Jim Shaw at a recent announcement,
attended by Governor Rounds, at SDSM&T announcing
a new integrated Nano-manipulator and integrated cir-
cuit testing capability not available at any other universi-
ty in the world. 

The School of Mines is an active partner in Black
Hills Vision. The university’s Strategic Plan includes an
initiative for economic development, and the university
has made it a priority to use the research and develop-
ment work on campus to create economic opportunities
for Rapid City, for South Dakota, and for the region.

“This critical strategy for creating the economy of
the future here in the Black Hills deserves our energy,
time, and effort,” School of Mines President Dr. Charles
Ruch said. “This is an ambitious plan, but we can
accomplish it by working together.”


