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The assessment plan for the B.S. in Interdisciplinary Sciences program consists of two primary components:

1. A biannual review of the core curriculum is conducted by the IS Curriculum Committee.  Course materials are reviewed and evaluated by IS faculty to ensure that learning outcomes are being addressed in core courses and that student performance meets department standards.  Deficiencies or opportunities for program enhancements identified during the curriculum review may result in recommendations for changes in course requirements, goals, or procedures.

2. The Interdisciplinary Sciences two-semester capstone experience focuses on planning, preparation, and completion of a major research project, and culminates in a research paper, oral defense, and poster presentation of the student’s work.

a. IS capstone projects are completed under the guidance of a three-person committee composed of the student’s academic advisor, an expert representative in the research area (either internal or external to SDSMT), and an IS representative.

b. Student research presentations are done in an open colloquium before an audience of peers and IS faculty, which provides an opportunity for consistent review and assessment of all capstone projects.



