Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting

October 9, 2014

Door Room
I. Call to order

Dr. Rice called the meeting to order at 11:00
II. Roll Call

Senators present: Drs. Alfred Boysen (HUM), Robert Corey (Physics), William Cross (METE), Marius Ellingsen (ME), Thomas Fontaine (CEE), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Jason Henry (Athletics and PE), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Frank Matejcik (IE), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Charles Tolle (ECE), Purushotham Tukkaraja (MEM), Zhengtau Zhu (CABS).

Others present: Dr. Ed Corwin (Immediate Past President) and Joel Lueken (Athletic Director)

III.  Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved.
IV.  Approval of minutes

The Senate approved the minutes from the 4 September Faculty Senate Meeting pending corrections to the Standing Committee membership list.  Minutes for the 30 September General Faculty Meeting were approved as well.  The motion was seconded by Tom Fontaine.   

V.  Report from the Chair

Dr. Rice introduced the new SDSMT Athletic Director, Joel Lueken, to the Senate.  Joel discussed his background and spoke about the transition to the RMAC.  Although the transition will require a couple years to complete, Lueken believes the switch should prove beneficial to scholar athletes because travel times will be reduced and the new conference provides a better fit for SDSMT.  SDSMT athletics has an operating budget of approximately $883,000 with some 250 scholar athletes carrying an average GPA of 3.02.  Among scholarship athletes, 98% will graduate in a 6-year period.  Currently, the Athletic Department generates some $2.7 million in annual tuition fees and has set a five-year goal of becoming fully funded.  Lueken stated his version of athletic success is not measured by wins or losses, but by maintaining a 3.0 average GPA and recruiting the right athletes and right coaches for SDSMT.
VI.  Committee reports
No new actions were reported by the Standing Committees.

VII.  Old Business

A. The Senate reviewed the latest proposed 2015 course schedule and noted that it doesn’t address two-hour labs.  A question arose concerning whether two-hour labs are now possible?  The Senate will refer the question to Dr. Sinden for clarification.  The Senate also requested clarification on what constitutes “standard times” under the new schedule.
B. Because of a number of security issues, ITS cannot provide indefinite email accounts for Emeritus Faculty.  However, ITS is working on an online method of approving accounts that may minimize the work for department heads, supervisors, and Emeritus faculty requesting renewals. 
VIII. New Business
A. Emeritus requests.  The Senate motioned and unanimously approved two recommendations for Emeritus status for Dr. Ed Corwin and Dr. Mikhail Foygel.  Dr. Ellingsen motioned and Dr. Fontaine seconded for Dr. Corwin; Dr. Corey motioned and Dr. Matejcik seconded the motion for Dr. Foygel.  The letters and proclamations will be forwarded to President Wilson for approval.

B. Emeritus policy.  The Senate reviewed and approved wording changes to the Faculty Emeritus Policy recommended by the University Cabinet.  All changes were approved except two.  The first is in the second sentence of section 3.1.b.  The Senate recommended changing the sentence to read:  “Departmental recommendations must represent a majority vote of the departmental faculty affirming that the retiring faculty member does or does not merit distinction as Emeritus Faculty.”  The second is a wording change in section 4.e., adding “Office space and labs” to the sentence opening.  

C. Curriculum requests.   Acting on behalf of the Curriculum Committee, Dr. Cross presented the October curricular requests, indicating two the committee felt warranted discussion:

1. Mining Engineering.  The committee representative presented the substantial program modification related to the M.S. in Mining Engineering.  One of the proposed courses, MEM 798 Thesis, has not been approved yet by either the Council for Graduate Education or the Curriculum Committee.  Representatives for both groups believe that approval for this course would occur at their next meetings, and, as such, this request was approved unanimously pending approval for MEM 798.

2. Mechanical Engineering.  The Committee presented a revision to general education requirements for ME 482L Advanced Product Development Lab 1.  In its curriculum revisions, partially in response to the switch from 136 to 130 credits needed for graduation, Mechanical Engineering had dropped ME 481L and inadvertently with it the portion of the curriculum fulfilling BOR policy 2:7, specifically the 0.5 hours required to fulfill the globalization/global issues requirement.  Following a short discussion, this request passed unanimously.

After the discussion of these two requests, the motion to approve all remaining October curriculum requests passed unanimously. 

D. Admissions advertising.  An ad entitled, “We’re Processing Applications for Fall 2015,” recently went out to high school students advertising SDSMT admission requirements as 20 ACT/940 SAT; 20 ACT Math/480 SAT subscore; and 2.75 cumulative GPA.  Members of the Senate are concerned that this ad may be misleading and perhaps contains an inappropriate message about the quality of the institution.  Although the admissions requirements cited in the ad are minimum, they only guarantee a review by the admissions committee, not automatic enrollment.  The ad also begs a number of questions:  Who generated the ad and why was this emphasis chosen?  Where has the ad been distributed? Are there more ads to come?  What is the rejection rate once an application makes it to the Admissions Committee?  The Senate will seek responses to these questions from the administration.
E. Faculty workload.  Although the Senate would like clarification on how workload is calculated by administration and how such calculations figure in determining faculty slots, the Senate recommended tabling such inquiries until a permanent provost has been hired.  
XI. Other 
Future meetings are scheduled as follows:

	Date
	Time
	Place

	30 Sept
	4-5:00
	MI 222 (General Faculty Meeting)

	9 Oct
	11-12:30
	Dorr

	13 Nov
	11-12:30
	Bump

	11 Dec
	11-12:30
	Dorr

	8 Jan
	11-12:30
	Dorr 

	12 Feb
	11-12:30
	Dorr

	5 Mar
	11-12:30
	Bump (spring break begins on 6 Mar)

	9 Apr
	11-12:30
	Bump

	14 May
	11-12:30
	Bump 


IX.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35.       
