Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
November 12, 2015
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:03 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. Robert Corey (PHYS), William Cross (METE), Marius Ellingsen (ME), Thomas Fontaine (CEE), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Frank Matejcik (IE), Charles Tolle (ECE), Andrea Brickey (MEM), Al Boysen (HUM), Frank Van Nuys (SS), and Mr. Jason Henry (PE).
Drs. Patrick Gilcrease (CBE) and Zhengtao Zhu (CABS) were absent.  Rachel Howard (Grad Ed) and Student Senate guests Claire Peavey, Alex Muchow, Jin Kim, and Gina Elmore were present.
III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved by voice vote.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the October 8, 2015 meeting of the Faculty Senate were approved by voice vote.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice updated the Senate on Workload Committee progress (see old business) and discussed the Institutional Promotion and Tenure Committee membership.
The Promotion and Tenure (P&T) Committee membership has been completed with the selection of four members by the President.  Under current 2013-2016 COHE agreement (section 13A.4), the committee composition must be 50% tenured unit faculty and 50% administrative appointees, who may be either administrative or tenured--a change from the previous 2013 agreement, which specified that 50% of the committee must consist of non-unit members.  President Wilson named two non-unit and two unit faculty members as administrative appointees in part to deepen faculty representation and create more diversity on the committee.  
VI. Committee reports
See old and new business. 
VII. Old business
A. Workload Policy.  The Workload Committee is continuing its work on a draft policy document.  At the time of the Senate meeting, the teaching and scholarship areas had been roughed out and the committee was drafting the service component.  In light of faculty survey feedback and out of concern for fairness, accuracy, and careful consideration of key workload factors, the Committee is extending the completion deadline from the end of November into next semester (most likely January).
B. Student Senate Request.  Claire Peavey, President of the Student Association, and the three Student Senators attending the meeting introduced themselves.  Ms. Peavey stated she wanted to improve communications between the students and the faculty/administration and that meeting with the Faculty Senate fulfilled one part of that goal.  In particular, she was interested in learning more about interactions concerning new or changing campus policies and how these changes may impact students.
VIII. New business
A. Fall MS/PhD Graduation List (Rachel Howard).  Rachel Howard presented a list of 39 Masters of Science and 3 Ph. D. candidates for graduation approval by the Faculty Senate.  Dr. Cross motioned approval of the list, Dr. Ellingsen seconded and the motion passed on voice vote.
B.          November Curriculum Requests (http://www.hpcnet.org/november2015 ).  The November curriculum docket was relatively small.  Discussion centered on an issue with course proposers who used redundant prerequisites (such as both Calculus II and Calculus III for Calculus III) and on using the new PHYS 225 course as a potential elective in many degree programs.
 C.          Course Overloads.  The Academic Affairs Committee began examining the issue of student course overloads (see the 8 October Senate Minutes).  The Committee is searching for the full BoR policy for overloads and gathering data on numbers of students with overloads, overload hours taken, and academic performance of those carrying overloads. 
IX. Other

A. Export Control Issues.  Export control issues were again discussed.  SDSM&T continues to receive requests for admission from students from restricted access countries, which may create potential security problems with textbook assignment, use of school-owned software, and graduate advising.  ECCN (Export Control Classification Numbers) are given to many software programs and faculty must be careful about unintentionally violating the ECCN status of the software.  For instance, the core of MATLAB has ECCN status, but the modules are available for anyone to use (EAR 99 status as opposed to NLR status).
Charge: A joint group composed of the Senate Academic Affairs and Research and Scholarly Affairs Committees is charged with investigating this issue further and exploring ways to address it.

B. Nominating Committee.  The nominating committee will be formed in December to begin the process of supervising the nomination and election procedure for a new Chair of the Faculty Senate.  Nominees will be presented at the March All-Faculty Meeting.  
X. Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 12:03 PM.
